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SOME LETTEES FROM WILLIAM HAMILTON, OF THE 
WOODLANDS, TO HIS PEIVATE SECEETAEY. 

BY BENJAMIN H. SMITH. 

(Continued from page 78.) 

London, November 2* 1785 
Dear Sir 

Tours of the 28 th of August I duly receiv'd & am happy to 
hear the family at the "Woodlands was then all well. This 
is a satisfaction I had not for a long time experienced for 
your preceding letter was dated in June. Anxious as I 
am respecting my friends I must entreat you will not suffer 
any opportunity pass without informing me how they all 
are & how situated. 

I observe your account of the state of the plants &c &c 
sent last spring from this country & confess myself some- 
what at a loss to understand it. You say for Instance " of 
the cherries N° 4, 5, 7 & 8 are dead" but do not say that 
each of the plants (of which there were 3 to every number) 
is dead. Of the platanus orientalis * there were 12 plants, — 
of IS" 61 prunus padus Lusitanica 2 there were 25, — of Rhus 
cotinus* 6 — of myrto cistus* 5 — of viburnum tinus angus- 
tifofi 6 — of the Roses N° 2 included 12 plants ... & in 
the lesser catalogue N° 10 included 50 Portugal Laurels. 
Pray am I to infer that all the plants included under those 
numbers are dead — pray are none of the eastern plane, the 
Portugal Laurels (between 500 & 600) the evergreen sweet 
Briar, 6 Singletons Rose, the evergreen Rose, the moscheute 

1 Oriental plane-tree. 

2 Portugal laurel. 

3 Smoke-tree or Venetian sumach. 

4 Hypericum balearicum L., from Majorca. 
11 Laurestinus, from Southern Europe. 

• Kosa rubiginosa or eglantine, of Europe and Central Asia. 
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double rose, the white Damask rose, the variegated Damask 
rose, the yellow Austrian Rose, the Burgundy rose, the 
monthly Portland rose, the monthly red rose & the monthly 
variegated rose — now living ? If so at least 250 plants ex- 
clusive of the fruits have gone to y 6 shades. By Capt" 
"Willet there went 300 silver firs, 1 500 Portugal Laurels, a 
great number of Myrtles which you do not mention at all ; 
are these all gone too ? Did not any of the seeds vegetate 
of a Bushel of Horsechesnuts, a peck of Spanish chesnuts, 
3 pound of pistichia, 11 quarts of Portugal Laurel, 5 pound 
of silver Fir of the different cypresses Laurels, cluster pine, 
stone pine, pine-aster, the different kinds of Broom & cytisus, 
of 7 or 8 dozen of cedar of Lebanon cones ? or have they all 
gone to the Dogs too ? "When you recollect the expense & 
trouble of sending these things & of replacing the Dead 
ones, you will certainly advert to the necessity of sending 
me the most particular account of them. I therefore 
request that it may not be delayed. Another circumstance 
should be punctually attended to i.e. to secure the tender 
plants from the severe weather, otherwise all my pains will 
have been to no purpose — Rhus* lavigatum, Rhus trifoli- 
atum, silver convolvulus, phyllica ericoides, viburnum tinus 
S l Johns Bread 3 & all the Jasmines require a green Blouse 
& all those plants which you put into pots, such as the 
magnolias, myricas &c should be also kept in the green 
house. The Oistus's the Heaths, ekagnus, Ginkgo, Laurus's, 
Tamarisks, Yucca glorioso, the Carolina mahogany* Zantoxylxm 
sempervirens &c, should be secured by skreens of Dry straw 
or some other means, but by [no] means let dung be put to 
their Boots for it will inevitably kill them. ... I have 
also to desire that you will immediately on the receipt of 
this get Mr Thomson to procure 2 dozen small fine plants 

1 Abies pectinate, of Europe. 

2 These two species of rhus and the Phylica ericoides are natives of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

3 Ceratonia siliqua, of the Mediterranean region. 

4 Persea borbonia, a tree of the coast from Virginia to Texas. 



Letters from William Hamilton to his Private Secretary. 145 

of the persimon, as many of the sassafras, & of the broad 
leaved laurel and also of the dwarf laurel from the valley, 
and a parcel of snake root plants, pack them well up in 
moss & direct them to Robert Barclay Esquire at Clapham 
to the care of Jn° & Robert Barclay & Co in London. 
Besides these I must beg you to direct Mr Thomson to pack 
up the same number of plants of the like sorts & two or 
three dozen of Double Tuberose roots & forward them to 
my address. The Roots should be put into dry sand & you 
should endeavor to have them kept in a dry part of the 
Ship. The plants must be packed in cases or Boxes with 
that kind of swamp moss that grows at the Head of the 
valley about the spot where the dwarf Laurels are (in the 
manner which M r Young used to put up his plants of 
[which] Mrs Young will give you particular information). 
If my stock of Tuberose roots should have been from any 
accident exhausted you can be supplied by Jn° Slaughter 
who lived when I left home in a new House at the upper 
end of Arch St (the last next the common) where was a 
very large quantity of fine ones. 

You never mentioned what had been done with the 
ground on the west side of the road to Mrs George's or 
whether any Body had taken it to remove the Briars — I 
hope at any rate none of the suckers have been touched. 
Having many Letters to write & much straighten'd in point 
of time, I must hasten to conclude with my best wishes for 
your health & Happiness. 

I am with truth & sincerity 

Your friend & humble St 

W Hamilton 

Was my Thermometer sold or not. 

Lancaster June 11, 1787 

I am much obliged by yours of the 9 th informing me of 

the welfare of my family. . . . There is to be fine fun here 

with the dutch Girls tomorrow, it being Lancaster fair, when 

they will come in from all quarters. . . . Peter Musser has 

vol. xxix. — 10 
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footed it on the occasion from Philad*. ... I expect to 
leave this on Thursday or Friday, at any rate my endeavour 
will he exerted to he at Home or at the Woodl 4 " in time on 
Saturday for Miller. ... I would not have you say when I 
am expected for several reasons, particularly to prevent any 
expectations of another Monday party which just now will 
he inconvenient. I must go and dress for its near dinner 
time & I expect 27 of my tenants to dine with me. I cannot 
add more than to desire you will present my most affec- 
tionate wishes for my mother, grandmother, the Girls & 
MrsMcCall. 

& believe me yours sincerely 

W H 

Downing's tavern Jan'ry 3 d 1788 
10 at night 

Well knowing my mother's anxiety, I would not let pass 
the opportunity of relieving it. Fifty minutes after I left 
Bush Hill l the chariot drop'd me ahout half a mile beyond 
Owen Jones's House & I arrived here well just before eight 
o'clock without having suffer'd much by the cold. During 
the last ten miles altho after sundown, the weather was so 
mild that I was really comfortable. At the Buck I first 
perceived there had lately been a considerable fall of snow. 
From that to this place there is excellent sleighing the roads 
being hard beaten & vastly better than I ever saw them. 
Had my chariot horses been rough'd they could have 
brought me here in it without difficulty at the same rate as 
I came the first ten miles. The Roads were indeed too 
smooth for Getten's Horse who (altho rough'd) could scarce 
keep his feet from his awkward manner of going. He once 
came fairly down on his side & threw him off but luckily 
without injury. I certainly cannot sufficiently value the 
old Horse who made not one false step. The snow I am 
told is more than a foot deep at Lancaster. From the 

1 At this time the family of Mr. Hamilton occupied Bush Hill tempo- 
rarily while extensive repairs were being made at The Woodlands. 
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present appearance & feel I am apprehensive we are to have 
a good deal more tomorrow. The present snow fell here 
on Sunday last. . . . 

I have no more to add than to desire my love to all at 
home & am sincerely yours 

W. H. 

Lancaster 16 th Febry 1788 
I rec a yours of the 9 th instant & am glad to hear the 
family at B. Hill continue well. I am pleased to find Mr 
Thomson has began to fill the Ice House being persuaded 
he can not have a better season, for a colder spell I never 
experienced than it has been since I left Home. ... I do 
not suppose in such weather much time will be lost altho 
the plaistring at the "Woodlands should be at a stand untill 
my return. You will however be pleased to tell Mr Child 
if I find when I come there an air Hole as large as a quill in 
the windows or any other part of the west wing or that the 
directions I gave him have been unattended to I shall not be 
in a very good Humour. . . . Money is as scarce here to 
the full as at Philad" so that I shall derive little advantage 
from my Journey but that of fair promises of great things 
on my next visit. I shall therefore look towards Home the 
latter end of the week but as I am not yet determined on 
the route may not reach B. Hill before Monday or Tuesday 
next. ... I want you also to secure Spotswoods newspaper 
that was published on the 5th instant. I find Mr Ogden 
is really to leave the ferry & that one of the Hubley family 
here has taken it at £750 p' annum. 

I intended writing to my mother but have been busied 
with my tenants the whole day and am just going to dress 
for a sleighing party & Ball two miles in the country & 
its now past five o'clock, I dare say we shall be as happy 
as at Mr Binghams where I hope Ann will not fail to go. 
I wonder you say nothing of the grand twelfth night at B. 
Hill on Monday last. At a Ball last week here one of the 
best dancers put me so much in mind of Jn° Shorts pounding 
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that I thought myself at least within hearing of my servants 
Hall. Shew this to my mother & present her with my best 
love & duty. Give my love & duty to my Grandmother, & 
love to Mrs McCall & the girls. 

I am truly your friend 

W Hamilton 
Ann should not fail to visit Miss Yeates. 

. . . When the plaister is taken to the Woodlands Watt 
or Dolland should be engaged by the day to finish the 
dining parlour ceiling & cornice. ... I hope Willy has 
got some one to thrash the oats & that he will take care to 
get a proper place to put them when thrashed. I would 
have you see Dr Parke & beg him if possible to prevent 
Mrs . . . &c to defer going to the Woodlands untill the 
dining p. is done. I mean this God knows as no compli- 
ment to that family, but think a hint of this sort will serve 
to prevent others going thither. 

Mr Child said somewhat to me about a winch for y 8 
Garden well. I know not what he means & cannot there- 
fore guess what may be the nature or expense or whether 
materials of any kind (not at y e Woodlands already) may 
be wanted. But if on conferring with him the matter can 
be accomplished so as to get the well walled the sooner it 
is done the better on account of the Heat which we may 
now daily expect. . . . The pumpions, [pumpkins] Bon- 
net pepper, squashes, Kidney Beans, Carolina and lima 
Beans, early & whisk corn, casavarces, S. American peas, 
another crop & peas & Beans (from the garret) Dill fennel, 
coriander, aniseed, doub. parsley &c should all be in the 
ground & to prevent its being done improperly with respect 
to the distances of the rows from one another Conrod should 
sow them or you should consult Mawe. There were two 
or three cuttings of the China rose which I planted in pots, 
but do not recollect where they were put. They should be 
by rights on the Back flue of the Hot-House. Do let them 
be look'd for & attended to by watering & shading them. 
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I would not have them get into other hands on any account. 
The variegated geranium and the narrow oak leaved should 
he kept in the Hot House under lock & key or else there 
will be a flemish acc't of them altho nobody but C. should 
get a sight of them. If Greorge does as he ought no soul 
should be suffr'd alone in the pot or Tub enclosure. I left 
a paper with white flowering Bean, some convolvulus, Ipo- 
moea, nasturtium and different gourds. I meant to have 
made a small 3 feet wide Border in front of the necessary 
skreen of cedars & Lombardy poplars & to have planted 
some of these runners at the foot of them to run up and 
hide the dead cedars. . . . Hilton should take the remain- 
ing poplar cuttings which are unplanted and plant them 
in the gaps along the orchard fence next the road placing 
them at not to exceed a foot from each other. ... In 
the Border on the sides of the walk leading to the I. House 
there are a great many plants of the polianthos snowdrop, the 
seeds of which must be now nearly ripe. If so I would 
have every one of them preserved. . . . Greorge should 
not forget Boupe's double white narcissus . . . and when 
he is there he should see if there are any of the sweet 
scented yellow day lily, of which I wanted a great number, 
as also of paeonies. I should suppose it might be worth 
while for you to ride there & see what is in Bloom as also 
to Leech's for the same purpose. ... I can add no more 
than to desire my love to all at Home. 

& am yours &c sincerely 

W. H. 

12 o'clock Monday night June 1st. 

Downings July 8 01 1788 
Being the only person who heard the knocking at the 
tavern door at one this morning, all the house being asleep 
except myself, I was for a short time greatly alarm'd on 
calling out from my chamber window who's there, to be 
answer'd by Tom. I fear'd some accident had happen'd 
in my family & would not believe otherwise untill relieved 
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by D r Parke's Letter. ... If I see nothing of Tom 
before tomorrow day light I shall take it for granted 
the papers are found & shall proceed on my Journey. Mr 
Pollock mentioned to me some vessels being about to sail 
for England . . . should the vessels going be too soon 
for the next weeks stage send ofi Tom this afternoon in 
order that I may write my English letters & send them 
down express by him. When you see Mr Habacker about 
y* Boards forget not to mention to him my insisting as a 
citizen on paying my proportion of Saturdays Club. If he 
mentions repaying the wine then lent, you will recollect it 
must not be ree'd. Moses Pranks, Frazer & Miller talk of 
a jaunt to Lancaster. Endeavour to find out it they are 
serious & give me timely information lest I may have gone 
to Carlisle when they visit the Borough. When you write 
let me know whether the Scotchman has begun to plaister 
at the Woodlands & whether Child has engag'd two fresh 
men for the doweld flooring & whether W m the plaisterer 
has return'd to bis work. 

Yours sincerely W. H. 

Lancaster July 1788 

12 at night 
I have been so hurried since I arrived here that I have 
had scarcely a moment to call my own. The whole of Fri- 
day and Saturday last, notwithstanding the violent heat, I 
was on the pad from 6 o'clock in the morning untill dark 
in the evening (dinner time in each for an hour only ex- 
cepted). I have been again at the same work to day & have 
at length compleated my round. The heat has really been 
almost too much for me. I am however I believe not all 
the worse for it. Altho my Journey may not be immedi- 
ately productive of any considerable matters, I am satisfied 
with myself for undertaking it on my present plan, not in 
the least doubting, I shall within an year or two reap the 
Benefit by the wiping on? all arrears which might not other- 
wise have happen'd during my life, although it should be a 
long one. I have personally play'd the Dun within these 
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three or four days at more than 500 Houses & have applied 
for rents on unimproved lots, pastures & out lots. The 
people far from being displeased, are many of them flatter'd 
with what they call my condescension, & all approve the 
measure so unlike what they have been formerly used to. 
Not an uncivil word did I receive from any one, nor have I 
discovered one instance of a disinclination for payment, or 
an attempt at evasion. Scarcity of money is their only plea 
& there is surely every reason to believe it a just one. But 
although the poor of which there are a very great propor- 
tion can possibly never pay, they all acknowledge the jus- 
tice of my claims & their wish to have, the power to satisfy 
them. ... 

I had hopes of seeing M. Franks here this even'g & ex- 
pected particularly to hear how Ann is, for you say so little on 
the subject in yours, & Doctor Parke not mentioning at all in 
his letter, my anxiety which you must know to be extreme 
has not been relieved. I should have written to Doct r Parke 
by this conveyance but have not been from the time I got 
up to the present without a room full of people on Busi- 
ness. ... If he writes to me again do desire him to be 
particular in his account of Ann, & I do insist upon her en- 
deavouring to write to me herself by the return of the stage 
if it be possible altho it should be only two lines. If she 
knew the satisfaction it would afford me I am certain she 
would not refuse. ... I have a little money here which I 
should have sent for contingent occasions, but being ex- 
tremely angry at the stage man for leaving my box of clothes 
at Philad"' do not chose to entrust it to his care. . . . 

I desire my best love & duty to my mother & grandmother 
& love to Mrs McOall & to the Girls & am with truth 

Yours &c 

W. H. 

Yoke Town (July) 21" 1788 
I was prevailed on to make an excursion to this place 
yesterday & have had great pleasure in seeing the Town & 
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its neighborhood having never before been here. I had 
intended returning to Lancaster this evening . . . but fear 
I shall not get from hence in time, being so warmly sollicited 
by Col 1 Hartley 1 to view his improvements a few miles from 
hence. ... MrYeates 2 accompanied me this far on his way 
to Carlisle & will not return to his family in less than a 
fortnight. "Whether I shall return to Bush Hill within that 
time or not will depend on circumstances. . . . The stage 
man has again left my box of clothes which you will readily 
suppose puts me to great inconvenience. ... I am greatly 
pleased to hear that Ann is getting the better of her com- 
plaint & that swinging agrees so well with her. I hope to 
God she will shortly be perfectly well. ... I have a letter 
from Mr Child by which I clearly see matters go but ill at 
the "Woodlands. The plaisterer came not to work for 
several days after that he appointed which must greatly 
delay the finishing of those rooms immediately wanted. ... 
I will not think of Davidson's Horse at his price £60 cash, 
but if John still thinks he will suit will give him from 
£17-10 to £20 & Herring-bone in exchange. 
Sincerely yours &c 

"W. Hamilton 

Lancaster half past 10 at night 
July 21" 1788 

Not expecting to be here this evening, I wrote to you at 
12 o'clock to day from York just before I set out to dine 
with Col 1 Hartley 4 miles beyond that Town. I got off how- 
ever by -half past 5 & by a hard ride reached the Borough 
half an hour ago. ... I beg you will let me know by the 
return of the stage how Ann & my mother, Grandmother & 
Peggy are & that you will inform me precisely what has 
been done & is doing at the "Woodlands. You will also 

1 Colonel Thomas Hartley, a distinguished soldier, lawyer, and states- 
man. He was present at Brandywine and Paoli. Died December 21, 
1800, at the age of fifty-four. 

* Jasper Yeates, of Lancaster. 
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direct my Box of Clothes lying at the King of Prussia to be 
forwarded by y e stage. I suffer greatly by the want of it. 
I have no more to add than my best wishes for the health & 
happiness of all at Bush Hill. I am so tired with eating 
dinners & riding that I can no longer keep open my eyes. 
I am nevertheless yours &c sincerely 

W H 

Lancaster 22" October 1788 
... If Mr Child pays so little attention to my other 
directions I must in my own defence immediately give up 
all thought of removing to the Woodlands during this year 
of our Lord. Should that be the case, I shall as soon as I 
return Home discharge every workman & shut up the 
House untill the spring as I am determined not to be subject 
to the inconvenience of leaving my family during the short 
days to attend any workmen whatever. 

As I see little prospect of doing anything of consequence 
by tarrying here longer than this week, I propose leaving 
this place on Sunday & if the weather is good expect to be 
at Baltimore the following day. "We are told there are to 
be races at Annapolis on Thursday following. If so we 
shall proceed to that city after a days tarry at Baltimore & 
return Home by the Eastern shore. I do not wish my 
mother to know anything of our Route as she will be uneasy 
about our crossing the Bay. . . . Your next letter should 
be directed for me to the care of Mr Daniel Grant at Balti- 
more. 

Yours sincerely 

W Hamilton 

Sorrel Horse May 2 1789 
Friday 5 o' clock in y° morning. 

In all the times and seasons I have travelled this Road I 
never found it so bad as at present. From Jesse George's 
Hill to this place I could not once get into a trot, but could 
not compare it to anything but being chin deep in Hasty 
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pudding & obliged to trudge thro it. The Hills its true are 
not so slushy but are worn into lopsided ruts so as to be 
scarcely passable. What with the fatigue of yesterday be- 
fore I left Home & the badness of the Road I could not make 
out any mem™ last night nor have I time this morning for 
y° purpose being anxious to get forward for although I have 
a long day before me I fear it will be hardly possible to 
reach Lancaster, unless there has been less rain above & the 
Hills are in better order than I expect I dont suppose I shall 
get out of a walk all day. . . . You must not fail to go 
to the "Woodlands every day for more reasons than one & 
take a mem m of the occurrences of each day. Hilton should 
[make] some mark immediately on y e pot of each newly 
transplanted exotic, so as to prevent its being disturbed on 
my return. The aloes water'd twice a week gently, and all 
the Carolina & newly imported English plants should be 
frequently refresh'd with water. I would have you mark 
all the polianthos snow drops in the Bord'rs of the Ice H. Hill 
walk & direct George to attend to the ripening of the seeds 
so as to save them. As soon as George has done the above 
all the exotics should be arranged according to their sizes in 
the way I directed particularly the pots on the shelves, the 
melon boxes may be taken into the garden & the plants 
taken out & transplanted on forming the 3 d leaf into good 
hills & labell'd. The Rose Bush Box should be removed 
into y° shade behind the Hot House there to remain during 
the summer. The Exotic yard if I may so call it & all the 
space between the green H & the shop should be made clean 
& neat as I have no doubt there will be visitors to view them. 

WH 

Lancaster Monday June 8 th 1789 
. . . An account is arrived here of a person of the 
name of Brown an Inhabitant of Strasburg having been 
robbed yesterday at or near the Spread Eagle on the Philad* 
Road & this has had the effect of putting the stage people on 
their guard for this trip . . . 
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Lancaster 13 th June 1789 
10 at night 

. . . Tell Dr Parke he shall hear from me next week. 

Also tell him I yesterday went in a Boat from Slough's Mill 

down the Conestogoe into the Susquehannah in five hours 

(being between 15 & 20 miles) with 4 people in the Boat & 

without once being stop'd or impeded in the whole way not 

one soul of us having to get out at the Fish dams although 

there was no fresh in the creek. The Baskets in those dams 

have been destroyed this spring . . . 

Lancaster 20 th June 1789 
. . . Prom what at present appears I should suppose 
my Business here will draw to a conclusion about Tuesday 
next & I shall be looking homewards as soon afterwards as 
possible, but of this I would not have you hint a syllable to 
the family lest they should be disappointed & of course un- 
easy. Although what I have gotten here in the money 1 
way would be no object to any one, having remitted to you 
already almost the whole. But from the number of people 
with whom I have had to do Business an idea has been false- 
ly taken up of my having rec'd an immensity & some rascals 
or other may think me worth a speculation on the Boad. 
It will therefore be no more than prudent to be on my guard 
the more especially as within these three days a gang of vil- 
lanns have arrived in this town, with one at the Head of 
them of the name of Livergood who has been at the Barrow. 
Pray do you think "William Slade could be Bpared from home 
for a few days ? If it was possible I should be glad to have 

1 The character of the money current at Lancaster in January 1789, 
may be gathered from the following memorandum by Mr. Hamilton of a 
remittance at that time by stage to Philadelphia. 

9 crowns £3 15 

65dollars 24 7 6 _ , .. . . .,„. ,, 

40MofaDollar 3 15 Banknotes j 4 notes each o 10 doUarsj £28 26 

56%ofa do 2 12 6 ™ r letter 17 do each of 5 do / 



Specie 
n the Bag 



a doubloon 5 12 6 Total sent by the stage £81 15 

2 moidores 4 10 A few days before an order on 

3 half Joes 9 Mr Hubley sent by Mr Hubley 37 10 



£53 12 6 Total sent since I arrived here £119 5 
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him with me on my return. No idea of the intention of it 
should be breathed but merely that I had gratified "William 
in his desire to take the jaunt. If the thing can be accom- 
plished, you should endeavor to equip him as well as possible 
with a handsome hired horse, pistols &c &c & he should be 
here Tuesday evening or "Wednesday morning at furthest. 
He should on no account whatever be suffer'd to set out un- 
less you can continue to do without him, and be certain of 
John ■& scots Billy being every night at Home during his 
absence. Be particular in getting him a sightly horse. . 
My love to all at Home & believe me yours &c 

WH 

New York August 30 th 1789 
I got no further than y" Billet on the evening I left Home. 
The next day not finding Mr Emley at Home I proceeded on 
20 miles further than his House and the following morning 
arrived at Elizabeth T. The gout which I complain'd with 
before I set out encreased so much as to make my journey 
very disagreeable & I was so fatigued with the motion of 
the chair violent heat & the pressure of my boot that I was 
obliged to rest the remainder of the day at Elizabeth & did 
not arrive here untill Friday at noon since which I have not 
untill this moment been six minutes together off the Bed & 
this has prevented my writing before. ... On Thursday 
the Question 1 will be taken up by Congress but when deter- 
mined I cannot foresee. As to Lancaster being fixed on it 
appears to me to be the most unlikely thing that can happen 
there being no member of Congress or Senate interested in 
the measure, at the same time that every one of them has a 
place in view in order to serve his own interest. So that 
were it not for the satisfaction of having comply'd with y" 
wishes of my Tenants I had better been at home. ... I 
desire you will remind George Hilton of the magnolia seeds 
which must be ripe by this time & of his promise to sift 

1 Congress had under consideration the selection of a site for the 
National Capital. 
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earth on y° seed Boxes & to mark all y e double Convolvulus 
& to pull up all the single ones. . . . Tell the Girls I hope 
to inform them of some of the fashions on my return. This 
moment passed my window three negro girls with fashion- 
able Bonnets & in other respects drap'd in y* mode. They 
had each of them long sleeves which are worn here by 
everybody & they had Bracelets of Black velvet. One of 
them had a white muslin Bonnet with Black Lace, a white 
gown with a black velvet girdle. By this they may judge 
of the Ladies dress. The men for the most part wear 
strings in their shoes, even Jn° Marston, and as they are a 
convenient fashion for my gouty feet they must not be sur- 
prised at seeing me in the fashion. Jn° Marston speaks 
with great friendship of Miss Levy. 

Yours &c W H 

Lancaster October 3 d 1789 
I rec'd your Letter of the 28 th ult & shall, you may be 
assured attend particularly to its contents. . . . Ben Miller 
beg'd me to purchase him a rifle in this town. The 
prices are from £3-10 to £8. I wish you would ask him 
particularly to inform you what kind of a one he wants & 
how far I may go as to price. I trust the plants have all 
been secured before the frost which has shewn itself for 
some mornings past. . . . Mr Child told me he would 
not fail to remind you of getting Mcllvee out to mend the 
hot house. Unless this is done the "West India plants can- 
not be safe. ... I directed him also when I came away, 
to secure seeds and plants of the Sudbeckia in y* track of the 
old Road leading to the House from the former entrance 
into y e grounds. I told him also to get some violet seeds, 
& plants or seeds of the herbaceous Glycine with 2-eolour'd 
cluster'd flowers (that we took for a Vicia before Michau 
undeceiv'd us). I would have him trim and weed about his 
double Azaleas in the Garden & Box. . . . You should 
not forget the seeds of the Nymphaza, the pitcher Lychnis, 
striped convolvulus & Cassia chamcechrista which you promised 
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to procure. I think it would be well enough for you to go 
to Bartrams & know from him what Hot House plants he 
intended for me and also his prices for each of the plants in 
y° enclosed list. Its possible Mrs Rulen and her daughter 
will sail for the "West Indies before my return. In case 
Miss Markoe comes to the Woodlands I wish Ann & Peggy 
would beg her to think of me in the flower seed way when 
she is at Santa Cruz. Those of all fragrant and beautiful 
plants will be agreeable, particularly y e Jasmines. . . . 

Yours sincerely W H 



Lancaster Tuesday night 
October 6th 1789 
... I have enquired particularly for a rifle this day & 
find that such an one to have it compleatly made according 
to the memorandum which ~W m shewed me this morning 
will cost £5 . . Slade has enquired for pistols for M r Child 
& Tom of the same kind as those of "W m Gittens'. But 
they are all gone. If however they will have a little pa- 
tience they may be supplied, for the man who brought them 
from Germany is hourly expected from thence with another 
cargo of the same sort as his last .... 

¥H 



Monday evening Oct' 12 01 1789 
. . . You do not say a word of what M r Child is doing, 
at which I am much surprised. I desire that he may di- 
rectly make models of the weights of all the windows & 
that you will forward them by y° stage with the number 
that will be wanting so that I may direct for their being 
cast before I leave this. I wish also to have the exact di- 
mensions of my cannon stove given me in such a way as 
that I may purchase here an exact companion to it in order 
to warm the Saloon this winter . . 

Yours sincerely "W H 
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Lancaster June 1790 
... If George for one day neglects the necessary attend- 
ance on the Hot-bed everything in it will be lost . . If the 
Antwerp Raspberries too are not water'd they will be lost. 
The Lomb: pop: & magnolias & other terrace shrubs 
"Willy promised the utmost attention to & I own I have 
some reliance on him & that by his constant watering the 
three sumachs they will be saved. The one leaning sumach 
on the Strawberry Hill can be yet set up right if done dur- 
ing a hard rain & staked immediately. The Boxes of Caro- 
lina plants back of the Green House should be also re- 
freshed frequently with water as many of them are valuable. 
I shall really be sorry if George has forgotten to mark the 
red & y* double Thorns as a whole year will be lost for 
propogating from them. The Rope too for the west side of 
the front door to secure the plants should be fixed ... I 
would have you take an opportunity of going as soon as 
may be to Bartrams and hear what he has to say of his 
plants which I sent home. He should be reminded that 
they were sent too late to me, being absolutely dead when 
they came to y e Woodlands . . remind him of his promise 
to give a few of his East & West India seedlings. I shall 
write again tomorrow so will not detain you any longer 
with the present than to desire you will not let our folks 
know I have been unwell & beg Nancy to prevent if possi- 
ble the Chews coming while I am away. 

I am yours &c sincerely W H 

(To be continued.) 



